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# Heaven Is Not Your Final Home — The Bible’s Bigger Hope

There is a secret fear that many Christians have, but very few will admit in Sunday School. It is the
fear that Eternity might be boring.

When we think of "Heaven," what images come to mind?

We usually picture a disembodied existence. We picture ourselves as ghosts floating on fluffy
clouds. We picture harps. We picture an endless church service that lasts for trillions of years.

And if we are honest, our hearts sink a little bit. We love God, but the idea of floating in a white
void forever doesn't sound like "Life." It sounds like a very long nap.

We look at the beautiful things of this earth—the mountains, the oceans, the taste of coffee, the
embrace of a spouse, the wagging tail of a dog—and we feel a sadness. We think, "I'm going to
miss this. I'm going to leave the 'real' world for the 'spiritual' world."

But this view of eternity is not Christian. It is Platonic.

It comes from Greek philosophy (Plato and Gnosticism), which taught that the physical world is evil
and the spiritual world is good. They taught that the goal of life is to escape the body and float free
in the ether.

The Bible teaches the exact opposite.

The Bible does not start with a cloud; it starts with a Garden. It starts with dirt, rivers, gold, and
animals. And it does not end with a cloud; it ends with a City.

The shocking truth of Scripture is this: Heaven is not your final home.

Heaven is a real place, but it is the "Waiting Room." It is the intermediate state.

The ultimate plan of God is not to snatch you away from the earth forever; it is to bring Heaven
*down* to the earth.

God is not going to destroy His creation; He is going to redeem it. He is going to resurrect your
body, restore the planet, and merge the two realms together.

Today, we are going to rediscover the "Bigger Hope" of the Bible. We are going to look at the 7
Biblical Proofs that your future is physical, earthy, and infinitely adventurous. We are going to move
from the "floating ghost" theology to the "New Earth" theology. You are about to discover that you
don't have to say goodbye to the things you love; you are just waiting for their restoration.

Number 1: The Intermediate State vs. The Eternal State — The Waiting Room
To understand our future, we must distinguish between "Heaven Now" and "Heaven Later."

© Light & Faith Revival Church Page 1 of 7



Light & Faith Revival Church
# Heaven Is Not Your Final Home — The Bible’s Bigger
Hope

By System Import | Sermon | March 13, 2026

Theologically, we call this the Intermediate State vs. the Eternal State.

When a believer dies today, their soul separates from their body. Paul says in 2 Corinthians 5:8,
*"To be absent from the body is to be present with the Lord."*

This is "Heaven Now." It is a place of incredible joy. Jesus is there. There is no pain. It is Paradise.
But—and this is critical—it is incomplete.

In Heaven right now, the saints are "disembodied." They are spirits without physical forms.

Paul refers to this in 2 Corinthians 5:4. He says we groan in this tent (our body), not because we
want to be *unclothed* (spirits), but because we want to be *clothed* (resurrected).

Being a ghost is not the goal of humanity. God created us to be Embodied Souls—a mix of dust
and breath.

So, Heaven (the Intermediate State) is a Waiting Room.

It is a glorious waiting room, but the people there are looking forward to something else. They are
looking forward to the Resurrection.

Revelation 6:10 shows the martyrs in Heaven asking, *"How long, Sovereign Lord?"*

They are waiting for the final act of history.

If you think "going to Heaven" is the end of the story, you are missing the last few chapters of the
book. The end of the story is not you going up; it is the New Jerusalem coming down. The goal is
not just the survival of the soul, but the redemption of the body.

Number 2: The Prototype of Jesus — The Physicality of the Resurrection

How do we know what our future life will look like? We look at the Prototype: Jesus Christ.

1 Corinthians 15:20 calls Jesus the *"firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep.™

Firstfruits means the first sample of the harvest. If the first apple on the tree is a Red Delicious, you
know the rest of the apples won't be oranges. They will be Red Delicious.

Whatever happened to Jesus' body is exactly what will happen to yours.

So, let’s look at Resurrected Jesus.

When He came out of the tomb, was He a ghost? Was He a hologram?

In Luke 24:39, He appears to the disciples, who are terrified. He says:

*"Look at my hands and my feet. It is | myself! Touch me and see; a ghost does not have flesh and
bones, as you see | have."*

Then, just to prove the point, He asks, "Do you have anything to eat?"
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They gave Him a piece of broiled fish, and He ate it.
Ghosts don't eat fish. Spirits don't have digestion.
Jesus had a physical, solid, touchable body.

* He could be held (Mary Magdalene grabbed his feet).

* He could break bread.

* He had scars.

* Yet, this body was "upgraded." He could appear in locked rooms. He wasn't limited by our current
physics, but He was undeniably physical.

This is your future.

You are not going to be a ball of light. You are going to have hands, feet, eyes, and taste buds. You
will be able to hug your loved ones—a real, rib-crushing hug, not a "spiritual vibe." You will eat. You
will drink. You will run.

God loves the physical world so much that He decided to wear a physical body for all eternity. The

Resurrection affirms that matter matters.

Number 3: The Renovation of the Earth — Fire Refines, It Doesn't Delete

But where will these resurrected bodies live? Bodies need ground to stand on.
This brings us to the controversy of 2 Peter 3:10, which says the elements will be *"destroyed by

fire" (or "burned up").
Many Christians interpret this to mean that God is going to throw the earth in the trash can and

take us to a floating spiritual resort called Heaven.

But the word "New" in "New Earth" (Revelation 21:1) is the Greek word *Kainos*.

It means "New in Quality," not "New in Origin."

It's the difference between buying a brand new car (*Neos*) and restoring a classic '65 Mustang
(*Kainos™).

When God makes the "New Earth," He isn't making a different planet; He is Renovating this one.

Think about the Flood of Noah.

2 Peter 3 compares the coming Fire to the past Flood.

When the Flood came, did it annihilate the earth? Did the planet disappear?

No. The water washed away the *sin*, the wickedness, and the decay, but the mountains and the
valleys remained. The earth emerged cleansed.
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The coming Fire will do the same. It is a Refiner's Fire, not an Incinerator.
It will burn away the pollution, the curse, the hospitals, the graveyards, and the scars of sin. But the
planet itself—the masterpiece of God—will be liberated.

Romans 8:21 says that *"creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into
the freedom and glory of the children of God."*

The trees are waiting. The oceans are waiting. The mountains are groaning for this renovation.
God is not going to scrap His creation. He is going to scrub it. He is going to heal it.

This means the mountains you love, the rivers you fish in, the forests you hike—they will still be
there, but they will be vibrant with the glory of a sinless world.

Number 4: The Descent of the City — Heaven Invades Earth

In Revelation 21, John sees the final scene of human history.

Does he see us flying away with wings? No.

*"| saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God..."* (Revelation
21:2).

Notice the direction of travel: Down.

Throughout history, we have tried to build towers to get up to God (Tower of Babel). We think the
goal is "Up."

But God'’s grace is always "Down."

* The Spirit came down.
* The Son came down.
* And finally, the City comes down.

Then a loud voice says: *"Look! God’s dwelling place is now among the people, and he will dwell
with them."*

Heaven and Earth, which were separated by sin in Genesis 3, are remarried in Revelation 21.
The veil is torn completely. The spiritual dimension overlays the physical dimension.

God moves His headquarters to Earth.

This is why Jesus taught us to pray: *"Your Kingdom come, Your will be done, on earth as itis in
heaven."*

He didn't teach us to pray, "Lord, take us away to heaven." He taught us to pray for the invasion of
Earth by Heaven.
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Your final home is a dirt-and-sky reality where God walks among us, just like in Eden. It is "Eden
Restored," but this time, it's a Garden City that can never be corrupted.

Number 5: The End of Boredom — Work, Culture, and Adventure

This changes everything about what we *do* in eternity.

If we are just ghosts on clouds, then all we can do is sing. And while worship is the core of our
existence, humans were created for more than just singing; we were created for Dominion.
Genesis 1:28: *"Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it."*

That was the original mandate: Explore, create, cultivate, invent.

That mandate has never been revoked.

In the New Earth, we will likely:

* Work: Not the toil of the curse (sweat, thorns, stress), but the joy of co-creation. We will build,
garden, design, and organize.

* Learn: We will not be omniscient. We will spend eternity exploring the infinite mind of God and
the infinite complexity of His universe. Science will explode in the New Earth because the mind will
be unhindered by sin.

* Create Culture: Revelation 21:24 says, *"The kings of the earth will bring their splendor into it."*
This implies that the best of human culture—music, art, architecture, food—will be purified and
brought into the Eternal City.

Think about the best meal you've ever had. Think about the most beautiful song you've ever heard.
Think about the thrill of solving a complex problem.

Now multiply that by infinity and subtract the fatigue and the ego.

That is the New Earth.

It is an adventure. It is a world of exploration.

You will not be bored for one second. You will be too busy discovering the wonders of a God who
loves to hide glory in His creation.

Number 6: The Redemption of the Animals — The Restoration of All Things

One of the most common questions pastors get is: "Will my dog be in heaven?"
Based on the "Ghost Theology," the answer is usually "No, animals don't have souls."
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But based on "New Earth Theology," the answer changes.

First, the Bible says the New Earth will have animals.

Isaiah 11:6 paints a picture of the Messianic Kingdom:

*"The wolf will live with the lamb, the leopard will lie down with the goat... and a little child will lead
them."*

Isaiah 65 mentions the wolf and the lamb feeding together.

God loves animals. He created them before He created us. He saved them on the Ark. He included
them in the Nineveh repentance (Jonah 4:11).

If the New Earth is the Restoration of All Things (Acts 3:21), why would God subtract the animals?
That would make the New Earth *less* glorious than the First Earth.

Restoration means you get back what was lost, plus interest.

While we cannot be dogmatic about specific pets, it is entirely consistent with God's character and
the descriptions of the Kingdom that the animal kingdom will be resurrected and reconciled
alongside the human kingdom.

The lion will no longer Kill; the snake will no longer bite. The fear between man and beast will be
removed. You will interact with creation in a way that Adam did—uwith total dominion and total
harmony.

Number 7: The Reunion — The End of the Curse

Finally, the most beautiful part of the New Earth is not the streets of gold or the pearly gates. Itis
the Removal of the Barrier.

Revelation 22:3-4: *"No longer will there be any curse. The throne of God and of the Lamb will be
in the city, and his servants will serve him. They will see his face."*

Right now, we cannot see God's face and live. His glory is too heavy for our fallen bodies. We
interact with Him through the veil, through the Spirit, through the Word.

But in the New Earth, we will be "Face to Face."

Imagine the intimacy. Imagine walking with Jesus by a river of life—a real river, with real water—
and asking Him about the creation of the stars.

Imagine sitting at a banquet table—a real table, with real wine and bread—and laughing with the
Apostles.

And the Curse? Gone.
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* No more hospitals.

* No more funeral homes.

* No more divorce courts.

* No more depression.

* No more misunderstanding.

The "Bigger Hope" of the Bible is not that we leave the body to escape to a spirit world. It is that
God redeems the body to inherit a restored world.

It validates your humanity. It tells you that your desire for beauty, for love, for food, and for work is
not "unspiritual." It is a God-given hunger that will finally be satisfied at the Wedding Supper of the
Lamb.

Conclusion: How This Changes Today

Why does this matter right now?

If you believe the earth is just going to burn up and you are going to be a ghost, you won't care
about this planet. You won't care about your body. You will treat life as "disposable."

But if you believe in the Resurrection and the Restoration, then everything matters.

* Your body is the seed of your future body—treat it with honor.
* This planet is the chassis of the future paradise—steward it well.
* Your work, your art, and your creativity are practice for the eternal reign.

You don't need to bucket list everything right now. You don't need to panic that you are "missing
out" on life.

You have an eternity of adventure ahead of you.

The best mountains haven't been climbed yet. The best songs haven't been written yet. The best
feasts haven't been eaten yet.

The party is just getting started.

"Then | saw a new heaven and a new earth... and He who was seated on the throne said, 'l am
making everything new!"™ (Revelation 21:1,5)
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