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What If God Is Waiting for You to Take the First Step?

Imagine standing on the edge of a serene lake, the early morning mist faintly rising off the water.
There's a quiet invitation in the air—a gentle nudge to step forward, even if the path is unclear
beneath the surface. Often, in our spiritual walk, we find ourselves in similar moments, wondering if
God is inviting us to step out in faith. Could it be that He's waiting for us to make the first move, to
trust Him in ways we've never dared before?

As Christians, we often pray for guidance, seeking clear signs from the heavens before we act. It’s
comforting to wait, believing our loving Father will show us every detail of the plan. But what if the
plan includes a call to action, a bold leap that requires us to take the first step, illuminating the path
as we go? Before we begin, if this message is already touching your heart, consider subscribing to
stay connected to God's Word daily. When we look into the Bible, we find stories of ordinary people
who stepped out with extraordinary trust in God.

Think of Abraham, called to leave everything familiar and journey to an unknown land. Or Peter,
stepping out of the boat onto the turbulent waves when Jesus beckoned with just one word. Their
actions weren't just steps; they were profound declarations of faith, setting an example that our
journey starts with movement. Each of these biblical pioneers took that daunting first step, not
knowing the outcome, but trusting in the one who holds the universe.

Is there something in your life that God is waiting for you to step into? Perhaps a calling that's
whispered in your heart or a door that's slightly ajar, waiting for you to turn the handle. Remember,
faith is not merely a passive belief—it's active, moving, and vibrant. It's believing in the unseen,
trusting that God will meet you exactly where your foot lands. Take courage, knowing that your first
step may very well be the spark that sets alight a journey filled with His presence and providence.

Number 1: Understanding God's Call to Action

Have you ever wondered what it means when we talk about taking the first step in faith, especially
when you're feeling the tug at your heart that God might be calling you to something more? In this
journey of understanding God's call to action, let's embark on an exploration that is both full of
wonder and deeply rooted in scripture, where divine encounters often begin with a simple, yet
powerful, personal decision to move forward.

Throughout the Bible, we see numerous examples where God's transformative work is initiated by
someone's willingness to step into the unknown. Consider Abraham, often called the father of faith,
who was asked by God to leave his country, his people, and his father’s household to go to a land
that God would show him (Genesis 12:1). Abraham's story shows us a pivotal moment where
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understanding God's call to action required a leap into uncertainty, trusting that God’s promises
would unfold as he obeyed. This act of stepping out was not just about moving geographically but
represented a profound shift in his heart, reflecting his faith in God’s vision for him. Here, we see
that God meets us at the very point of our willingness to act, inviting us into a dance of faith where
each step forward reveals His greater plan.

One may ask why God often requires us to take the initiative, to make the first move. A possible
reason lies in how faith is nurtured and grown through action. James 2:14-26 famously talks about
how faith without works is dead. Our actions not only demonstrate our faith but also make it come
alive, tangibly and visibly. By taking that first step, we declare our trust in God’s promises over our
fears. We say 'yes' to becoming active participants in God’s redemptive story, just as the Israelites
did when they crossed the Red Sea. When Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, the
Israelites were commanded to move forward, even into an environment that seemed hostile and
impossible (Exodus 14:15-16). This passage illustrates that often God's miracles are waiting for
our cooperative movement—a partnership where divine power and human responsibility intersect.

Perhaps you’re hesitant, thinking, "What if I take the wrong step?" The good news is that God
doesn’t expect perfection. He honors the intent of our hearts and our willingness to obey. In
Proverbs 3:5-6, we are reminded to "Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own
understanding; in all your ways submit to him, and he will make your paths straight." Here, we see
that the heart of God's call to action is a trust-based relationship, where our role is to lean on Him
and initiate movement based on His direction, trusting Him to guide us through the complexities of
life.

Look at the story of Gideon in Judges 6. Gideon was called by God to lead Israel against the
Midianites, and despite his initial hesitation and request for signs from God to confirm his calling,
he stepped out in faith. Gideon's journey reminds us that it's okay to seek God for clarity and
reassurance; what's essential is that once we discern His voice, we act on it. The courage to act
doesn't mean there’s no fear, but it does mean that faith triumphs over fear as we press forward
with God’s guidance.

God has placed seeds of greatness and purpose within each of us that often only sprout when we
dare to move beyond our comfort zones. Our insight into God’s call is sharpened when we actively
engage with Him and seek His will through prayer, scripture, and the counsel of wise believers.
Consider how Jesus called His disciples. When Peter and fellow fishermen were casting their nets,
Jesus invited them to follow Him, promising to make them fishers of men (Matthew 4:18-20). It was
a call that required them to leave behind the familiar, to risk everything on the trustworthiness of
Jesus’ word. In the disciples' immediate response, we see that sometimes understanding God's
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call means recognizing the divine opportunity at hand and taking the immediate step of faith.

The practical application of understanding God's call to action begins in our everyday lives. It may
be the prompting you feel to reach out to someone in need, to share your testimony, to pursue a
new career that aligns with your God-given gifts, or to volunteer in a ministry that stirs your
passions. Every act, no matter how small, can be a step of faith that God uses to write His story
through us. The key is to remain attuned to the still, small voice and be ready to act when
prompted. For the Lord often whispers His guidance rather than shouts, inviting us to cultivate a
heart that listens and responds attentively.

So, what if God is waiting for you to take the first step? Consider this: by moving forward, you open
the door to experiences and lessons that deeply enrich your spiritual walk. You begin to see God
working in ways you never imagined, making possible what seemed impossible, fulfilling His
promises one obedient step at a time. Like Peter who stepped out of the boat onto the water
towards Jesus, even amidst doubts, you too will experience the joy of being upheld by faith
(Matthew 14:29). Peter teaches us that even when our faith falters, the hands of grace are always
ready to catch us.

In conclusion, understanding God's call to action is not merely about grand gestures but about
cultivating a lifestyle of readiness and response to God's invitations, wherever they may appear.
It's rooted in the assurance that as you draw near to God and align your steps with His call, He will
undeniably draw near to you, guiding, providing, and blessing your obedience. Remember, the
journey of a thousand miles begins with a single step, and if God is calling you, He promises to
walk each one with you.

Number 2: Biblical Examples of First Steps

The Bible is filled with inspiring narratives where individuals took the first steps of faith, not fully
knowing what was to come, but trusting that God had something bigger planned for them. These
stories offer us powerful lessons on the importance of taking initiative in our spiritual journeys, even
when the path is shrouded in uncertainty. Let's delve into these biblical examples and unpack the
richness they hold for our lives today.

Consider, for example, the story of Abraham, originally named Abram. In Genesis 12:1-4, God
called Abram to leave his country, his people, and his father's household to go to the land that God
would show him. It was a call to step into the unknown, a journey into a promise, the full scope of
which Abram could not yet see. He could have hesitated or sought more detailed assurances, but
instead, Abram took that first step, and it altered history, earning him the title of the "father of many
nations." Through Abram's obedience and his willingness to take the initiative, God unfolded a plan
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that was far beyond anything Abram could have imagined. This teaches us that sometimes, God's
grand plans for our lives begin with our willingness to take that brave first step, trusting in His
promises and not our understanding.

Another powerful example is found in the life of Moses. When God called Moses from the burning
bush to lead the Israelites out of Egypt (Exodus 3), Moses was hesitant and filled with self-doubt.
He questioned his own abilities and even explicitly asked God, "Who am I that I should go to
Pharaoh and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?" (Exodus 3:11). Yet, despite his fears, Moses took
the courageous step forward. By doing so, he became instrumental in God's plan of liberation for
the Israelites. Sometimes, the key to unlocking divine intervention is our decision to act, even when
it feels like we're stepping beyond our limits. Moses’ story reminds us that God is not asking us for
perfection; He’s asking us for obedience and action.

Let's not overlook David, the young shepherd who took a giant leap of faith. When Goliath
terrorized the armies of Israel, we learn from 1 Samuel 17 that it was David, a young shepherd boy
with no military experience, who stepped forward to fight the fearsome giant. David didn't wait for
the assurance of a seasoned warrior's armor or weaponry; he simply believed in the might of the
Lord. He took his sling and stones and moved forward, his faith in God yielding a victory that
inspired an entire nation. This narrative shows us that often the victories God plans for us are
initiated by our bold willingness to step out in faith, no matter how insurmountable the challenges
appear. God honors the courage it takes to start.

The New Testament presents us with the story of Peter walking on water (Matthew 14:28-31), an
account found at the heart of stepping out and trusting in Christ. As Jesus walked on the stormy
sea towards the disciples, it was Peter who called out, asking, "Lord, if it’s you, tell me to come to
you on the water." Jesus simply said, "Come." It was Peter's choice to step out of that boat, his
willingness to trust that made the miraculous encounter possible. While Peter did falter, the story
distinctly highlights that it was his initiative to take the first step that led to an extraordinary
experience of Jesus's power over nature. In our lives, it often takes those first steps onto the
‘waves’ before we can witness the grace of God holding us steady.

We also see a stunning resolve in the story of Ruth, who had the courage to forge a new life
beyond Moab after her husband’s death. In Ruth 1:16-17, she spoke the well-known words to
Naomi, her mother-in-law, declaring, "Where you go, I will go, and where you stay, I will stay. Your
people will be my people and your God my God." By choosing to step into a new destiny, Ruth
ended up in the lineage of Jesus Christ. Ruth's willingness to embrace change and step out in faith
teaches us that our futures can be transformed when we’re willing to make bold decisions today.
Her story is a testament to the power of stepping out and entrusting our journey to God, even when

© Light & Faith Revival Church Page 4 of 17



© Light &
 Faith Reviv

al

Church

Light & Faith Revival Church

What If God Is Waiting for You to Take the First Step?
By Admin  |  Sermon  |  July 25, 2026

the road ahead isn't clear.

Joshua provides yet another powerful illustration of stepping out in faith. After Moses' death,
Joshua was called to lead the Israelites into the Promised Land. Joshua 1:9 recounts God's words
to him, "Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be
discouraged, for the Lord your God will be with you wherever you go." Joshua's success lay in his
willingness to act courageously and proceed, even in the face of formidable obstacles like the
fortified city of Jericho. His action faith, seen in the steady march of the Israelites that led to the
miraculous fall of Jericho’s walls, demonstrates that God often invites us to first put our feet in
motion before allowing His miraculous works to unfold in our lives.

Esther stands out as another compelling example of taking proactive steps in faith. As a Jewish
queen in a Persian kingdom, she faced a dire challenge that threatened her people’s very
existence. Her uncle Mordecai urged her to use her position to save her people, declaring, "And
who knows but that you have come to your royal position for such a time as this?" (Esther 4:14).
Esther's decision to approach the king without being summoned, risking her own life, was a pivotal
first step that led to the deliverance of her people. Her courage models the impact of taking bold
steps at the risk of personal cost to bring about greater good – a reminder that our ‘first steps’ in
obedience to God's calling can reverberate through history in ways we didn't expect.

Finally, let’s reflect on the parable of the prodigal son (Luke 15:11-32), which beautifully
encapsulates the transformative power of taking a first step towards reconciliation. After
squandering his inheritance, the son reached a point of desperation and chose to return to his
father, admitting his failures. That first step homeward opened the way to redemption and
restoration, highlighting that initiating our return to God, no matter our past, can bring us back to
His loving arms. The father's embrace signifies God’s eagerness to restore us once we decide to
turn back and step towards Him, bolstering the truth that our initial steps in seeking God are
always met with His welcoming grace.

In reflecting upon these stories, we find a common thread: God often orchestrates His divine plans
when we decide to take the first step. Whether it’s stepping into unfamiliar territory like Abraham,
speaking up despite self-doubt like Moses, facing giants like David, venturing beyond the boat like
Peter, starting anew like Ruth, marching forward like Joshua, standing for justice like Esther, or
returning home like the prodigal son, the Bible repeatedly illustrates that the journey of faith begins
with a decisive first step. We are invited by these examples to be brave, to be willing, and to trust
that God paves a way as we set our feet in motion.

Number 3: Faith and Obedience in Motion
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When contemplating the idea that perhaps God is waiting for you to take the first step, it calls for
an exploration of what faith and obedience in motion truly mean in the context of our walk with
Christ. The Bible is replete with examples of individuals whose faith was set into motion, igniting
divine responses that changed the course of history.

Consider the story of Abraham, often referred to as the father of faith. In Genesis 12, God
commanded Abraham to leave his country, his people, and his father's household to go to a land
that He would show him. This command required stepping into the unknown, relinquishing the
familiar in exchange for divine promises. Abraham's journey was not just a physical relocation; it
was a profound exercise in faith and obedience. It is in our movement towards God’s direction that
faith-infused action unfolds, often leading to unexpected blessings and fulfillment of His promises.

The story of Abraham is a poignant reminder that faith without works is dead, as expressed in
James 2:17. Abraham took tangible steps based on his belief in God's promises, not fully
understanding the road ahead. By acting on God's word, he displayed what it means for faith to be
dynamic, active, and alive. It's critical to remember that faith in motion often begins with a simple
step of obedience, a decision to trust in the voice of God above the clamor of uncertainty.

Let’s take another look at Peter, one of Jesus’ disciples, someone who knows quite a bit about faith
in motion. In Matthew 14:22-33, we witness an extraordinary act of faith when Peter walked on
water towards Jesus. The initial step over the side of the boat symbolized a powerful leap of faith
and obedience. Peter's action illustrates that faith requires us to fix our eyes on Jesus, daring to
tread over life's turbulent seas, trusting Him to sustain us.

This act also demonstrates that faith is not the absence of fear, but rather the decision to move
despite it. Peter, like many of us, began to falter when he took his eyes off Jesus and looked at the
waves instead. Yet, even in that moment of doubt, Jesus was there to catch him and bring him
back to safety. Our faith walk is a partnership where God meets us at our point of need, but
requires us to take steps, however faltering, in His direction.

The prophet Elisha, in 2 Kings 4:1-7, provides another beautiful illustration of faith in motion. A
widow, facing dire circumstances, approached him for help. Elisha didn’t provide an immediate
solution, but instead instructed her to gather empty jars and start pouring oil. The miracle of the
multiplying oil occurred as the woman followed Elisha’s seemingly simple yet profound instructions.
It was her obedience, combined with God’s power, that yielded the blessing. This story teaches us
that often the first step to a miracle is a small act of faith, setting the stage for God to show up in
powerful ways.

Think about the walls of Jericho as recounted in Joshua 6, where Joshua led the Israelites around

© Light & Faith Revival Church Page 6 of 17



© Light &
 Faith Reviv

al

Church

Light & Faith Revival Church

What If God Is Waiting for You to Take the First Step?
By Admin  |  Sermon  |  July 25, 2026

the city. They were commanded to march silently with only the sound of trumpets accompanying
their journey around Jericho. This march was an act of faith and obedience in motion, carried out
for seven days, and culminating in the miraculous fall of the city’s walls. The Israelites' unwavering
adherence to God's instructions, despite seeming odd to human logic, showcases the power of
faith coupled with obedience. Every march was a testament to their trust in God's promise to
deliver the city into their hands.

What these biblical accounts reveal is that God often calls us into action before His provision
becomes evident. Faith and obedience are intertwined, each requiring movement as a testament
to our trust in God’s promises. It’s through our obedience that God frequently orchestrates the
unfolding of His miraculous plans. Our steps of faith, no matter how small, can unlock doors to
divine opportunities and blessings.

Now, how can we apply these spiritual truths to our lives today? First, it begins with listening for
God’s voice. Just as these biblical figures discerned God’s direction, we too must cultivate a heart
sensitive to His leading. Prayer and meditation on His Word become essential practices, helping us
discern when and where God is beckoning us to move.

Secondly, it requires courage. Stepping out in faith can be daunting. Every call to action involves
an element of risk. Yet, the promises of God assure us of His presence and guidance. Remember,
the commandment to "fear not" appears numerous times in the Bible, each instance serving as a
reminder of God's sovereignty and our place in His plan. Courage in faith transitions our belief into
action, transforming potential energy into kinetic, spiritual movement.

Moreover, be prepared for persistence. Sometimes faith in motion requires repeated steps – like
the Israelites marching for seven days around Jericho or the persistent widow in Luke 18:1-8, who
was relentless in her pursuit of justice. It’s in the continuous, faithful actions that often God’s power
and timing meet. Our persistence in faith is not in vain; rather, it aligns us more closely with God’s
immutable timing.

Finally, surround yourself with a community of faith. Just as the Israelites surrounded Jericho
together, our spiritual journey is strengthened in community. Encouragement and support from
fellow believers can spur us on in our times of doubt or hesitation. It is in the collective gathering of
faith-filled individuals that our resolve is strengthened, and our steps of obedience encouraged. We
are reminded of Proverbs 27:17, "As iron sharpens iron, so one person sharpens another.
Community provides the sharpening needed to keep our faith in motion, encouraging us to
continue moving in the direction God has called us.

In closing, remember that faith and obedience in motion are about progression, not perfection. It’s
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about taking that first step and then the next, trusting God along the way. As you take each step,
believe that God is not only with you but is also orchestrating each moment to unfold His divine
purpose in your life. Let your faith move you forward, allowing your actions to usher in the God-
moments waiting to transform your life.

Number 4: Overcoming Fear with Courage

When we think about stepping out in faith, the imagery can often bring about a twinge of fear. Just
thinking about leaving the comfort of what we know can be daunting. But what if this fear of the
unknown and the uncertainty of what lies ahead is exactly where God is waiting for us to take
action? You see, friends, the Bible is rich with stories and promises that urge us to push past our
fears and step into God’s plans with courage.

One of the most profound examples we can explore is the biblical account of Joshua. When Moses
passed away, Joshua was appointed to lead the Israelites into the Promised Land. Imagine
stepping into such monumental shoes, shouldering the burden of an entire nation, and leading
them into the unknown territories! God knew the fears Joshua harbored within his heart, and that’s
why He repeatedly encouraged him to be strong and courageous. In Joshua 1:9, the Lord
declares, "Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be
discouraged, for the Lord your God will be with you wherever you go." This divine promise was not
just for Joshua; it's a promise extended to each of us on our individual journeys in life, wherever
God is calling us to take that first step.

Fear has a way of paralyzing us, doesn’t it? It's the voice in our heads telling us we're not capable,
we're not equipped, or that we will surely fail. But God’s command to Joshua, and to us, is clear. To
overcome fear, we must foster growth in courage. Courage isn't the absence of fear; it is the
decision to press forward in spite of it. Consider the Israelites as they faced the impenetrable walls
of Jericho. It would have been easy to shrink back, convinced that the obstacles were
insurmountable. Yet, armed with faith and courage, they marched forward, and God delivered the
mighty city into their hands (Joshua 6). This victory was not because of their power but because of
their willingness to take a step forward in obedience to God's command.

Courage and faith are woven together in the fabric of our Christian walk. It is the knowledge and
trust that God is steadfastly leading us that gives us courage. Hebrews 11, often called the "Faith
Hall of Fame," recounts the numerous biblical figures who acted out their faith courageously –
Abel, Enoch, Noah, Abraham, and many others. Each of these individuals faced fear, uncertainty,
and enormous challenges. Yet, their faith, fueled by God's promises, gave them the courage to
move forward. These stories are written for our encouragement, as evidence that when we take
the first step of obedience, courage follows.
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In practical terms, overcoming fear with courage may start with small steps. Sometimes we believe
that courage requires grand gestures when, in fact, it might be as simple as beginning a
conversation you’ve been avoiding, volunteering for a new opportunity, or simply choosing to trust
God’s timing instead of your own understanding. It’s in these everyday acts that God meets us,
equips us, and strengthens us. The courage to send out one sliver of hope as a lifeline to someone
in need, or the bravery to end a harmful habit and ask for help when we feel overwhelmed, are all
acts of courage infused with God’s grace.

Jesus Himself is our supreme example of courageous action. In the Garden of Gethsemane, He
faced the ultimate fear – the agony of the cross. Yet, in that moment of deep distress, He entrusted
His fears to God, praying, "Father, if you are willing, take this cup from me; yet not my will, but
yours be done" (Luke 22:42). Jesus’s obedience and surrender to God's will was the ultimate
demonstration of courage. This same courage is what He offers us through the Holy Spirit to face
any challenge that life presents.

So, how do we nurture this deep-seated courage that seems so elusive? It begins with nourishing
our spirit with God's Word, meditating on His promises, and surrounding ourselves with a
community of faith. When we immerse ourselves in Scripture, the Holy Spirit strengthens us from
within, emboldening us to rise above fear. Communing with God through prayer opens our hearts
to His still, assuring voice, reminding us that we are never alone in our endeavors.

Moreover, having fellow believers alongside us creates an atmosphere where courage is
contagious. When we witness others stepping out in faith and following God's call, it emboldens us
to do the same. Sharing testimonies of courage within your community can inspire others to take
that vital first step in faith. In the Book of Acts, the early church stood together, praying and
encouraging one another to speak God's word with boldness (Acts 4:31). Those prayers and
collective courage ignited a movement to spread the gospel far and wide.

Let us also learn from Peter, who walked on water at Jesus’s invitation. Initially, Peter was filled
with courage and faith as he stepped out onto the stormy sea, but the moment he took his eyes off
Jesus and focused on the waves, fear crept in, and he began to sink. However, even in his doubt,
Jesus was there, ready to lift him up (Matthew 14:29-31). Isn’t it comforting to know that even
when we falter, God’s hand is there to steady us when we call upon Him? Peter's experience
serves as a reminder that when fear surfaces, we can refocus on Jesus and regain our footing in
His strength.

Reflect on the source of your fears today. What is holding you back from stepping forward? Is it
fear of failure, judgment, or the unknown? Identify these giants in your life and bring them before
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God, knowing that He equips those He calls. Trust in His profound love for you, and let that
knowledge embolden you to rise with courage, ready to take the first step into the divine adventure
He has set before you.

Remember, taking the first step isn’t about knowing what the entire journey entails but trusting that
God is guiding your path. It’s about saying, "Here I am, Lord. I may not have it all together, but I am
willing to follow Your lead." By doing this, we open ourselves to the remarkable things God has
planned, far beyond what we could think or imagine. Let today be the day you choose to overcome
fear with courage, and watch as God transforms your steps into a walk of faith, enlivened by His
spirit and filled with His grace.

In conclusion, as we reflect on all these biblical teachings and examples, let us ask the Holy Spirit
for a heart of courage. Let us commit to stepping out in faith, trusting God's sovereignty and
goodness, regardless of the fears that try to ensnare us. With each courageous step, you'll find
yourself gaining strength, knowing that God is not only with you, but He is also waiting to meet you
with blessings beyond compare at every step of your journey.

Number 5: Recognizing Signs of Divine Timing

Understanding and recognizing signs of divine timing is an essential step in aligning your life with
God's perfect plan.  The Bible gives us numerous instances where divine timing plays a crucial
role, reminding us that God’s timing is always perfect, even when it seems delayed to us.  Romans
8:28 tells us that "And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him,
who have been called according to his purpose."  This means that even when we don't see it, God
is orchestrating events behind the scenes for our ultimate benefit.  But how do we recognize these
divine signs?

One of the most profound examples of divine timing is found in the story of Esther.  Plucked from
obscurity to become queen, Esther was placed in a position of influence just as her people, the
Jews, were under threat of annihilation.  Mordecai, her cousin, famously tells her in Esther 4:14,
"And who knows but that you have come to your royal position for such a time as this?"  This
pivotal moment in history was orchestrated by God so that Esther could act at exactly the right time
to save her people.  Her story teaches us that when presented with an opportunity that aligns with
God's commands and values, it could very well be a nudge from God to step forward in faith.

God’s timing may also be recognized through a sense of peace and assurance, as seen with Paul
and Silas during their mission work in Acts 16.  Directed by the Holy Spirit not to preach in the
province of Asia at that time, they redirected their efforts to Macedonia.  This decision led them to
share the Gospel with Lydia and her household, bringing great joy and the beginning of a church in
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Philippi.  This teaches us that we must remain sensitive to the Holy Spirit's guidance, trusting that
closed doors and redirected paths are signs of God's divine orchestration.

When waiting for signs of divine timing, it’s crucial to remain patient and steadfast in prayer.
Philippians 4:6 advises us: "Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and
petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God."  When we actively seek God’s guidance
and remain open to His leading, He will provide signs, often through scripture, wise counsel, or
even a change in circumstances, signaling when it's time to act or wait.

Sometimes God reveals divine timing through increased opportunities or growing clarity around a
decision.  Gideon’s story, as seen in Judges 6-7, exemplifies asking for and recognizing signs from
God.  Seeking confirmation from God, Gideon asked for signs involving a wool fleece, both of
which God provided.  This encouraged him to take a smaller, unlikely force against a vast Midianite
army, ultimately securing victory for Israel.  Like Gideon, we should earnestly seek confirmation
through prayer, specific signs, and reviewing whether our actions align with God’s teachings.
When faced with decisions or feeling uncertain, ask God for clarity and embrace the signs He
provides along the way.

In practical terms, seeking divine timing requires spiritual discernment and readiness to act when
the time is right.  James 1:5 promises, "If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives
generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to you."  Engaging in regular Bible study,
listening to sermons, and being part of a faith community helps nurture our spiritual awareness to
recognize when God is moving in our lives.  It is through this connection with God that we can
attune our hearts to His timing and trust His perfect plan.

The story of Joseph serves as a testament to God’s impeccable timing.  Sold into slavery by his
brothers, Joseph endured years of hardship and imprisonment.  However, through these struggles,
God was positioning him to save Egypt and his family from famine.  Genesis 50:20 reflects
Joseph’s understanding of God’s plan: "You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to
accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many lives."  Joseph’s faithfulness and patience
highlight the importance of recognizing how God uses even our trials as preparation for His divine
purpose.

God may also use others to provide encouragement or counsel, as He did with Barnabas and Saul
in Acts 13.  While worshipping and fasting, the church in Antioch received word from the Holy
Spirit, instructing them to set Barnabas and Saul apart for God’s work.  Their obedience and the
support of the church launched a fruitful missionary journey.  This teaches us that being open to
advice and encouragement from spiritually mature believers is another way God communicates
His timing and will.
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At times, divine timing may involve letting go of our own plans and learning to trust God’s process.
Proverbs 3:5-6 reminds us, "Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own
understanding; in all your ways submit to him, and he will make your paths straight."  By letting go
of our desires and acknowledging God's sovereignty, we leave room for His perfect timing to
manifest in our lives.  This means embracing uncertainty with faith, knowing that God will reveal
His plans at the right moment.

In recognizing divine timing, we understand that God's delays are not necessarily denials, but often
a preparation for something greater.  Abraham and Sarah waited decades for the promised son,
Isaac, experiencing and learning tremendous faith and obedience in the process.  Their story, like
many others in the Bible, illustrates that waiting times are often God’s way of strengthening our
patience, character, and faith.  This teaches us to remain expectant and hopeful, trusting that these
waiting periods are integral to His divine timing.

Ultimately, recognizing signs of divine timing is about maintaining a relationship with God and
being tuned into His voice.  John 10:27 tells us, "My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and
they follow me."  The more intimately we know God, the more clearly we recognize His signs and
timing in our lives.  Through prayer, scripture, and fellowship, we learn to discern His voice and
take confident steps whenever He calls us to action or encourages us to wait.

In conclusion, God's timing is a profound mystery woven into the fabric of our faith journey, and
recognizing it requires a heart and mind submitted to His will.  As we strive to discern divine timing,
may we hold onto the hope and assurance found in Isaiah 40:31: "But those who wait on the
LORD shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings like eagles."  With this scriptural
promise, let's open our hearts to His leading, confidently taking each step as He unfolds His
perfect timing in our lives.

Number 6: The Power of Small Beginnings

Welcome to number six in our series as we explore the compelling question, "What if God is
waiting for you to take the first step?" Allow me to guide you into understanding the profound truth
about the power of small beginnings. Often, we find ourselves paralyzed by the sheer magnitude of
our goals or divine callings, forgetting that God delights in tiny starts. Today, we're here to witness
the transformational journey through the lens of biblical wisdom and practical life applications. A
small beginning isn’t just a tentative step; it is an act of faith reverberating through eternity.

Consider Zechariah 4:10, which asks, "For who has despised the day of small things?" This verse
propels us into reflection, teaching that God does not overlook small beginnings. In fact, He
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cherishes them. When the Israelites began rebuilding the temple after years of captivity, the
temple’s humble beginnings might have seemed insignificant compared to its earlier glory. Yet it
was divine assurance, not grandeur, that marked their initial steps. This story reminds us that God
rejoices not in the scale of our beginnings but in the obedience and faith that they exemplify.

Metaphorically speaking, many of us wish to start with magnificent cathedrals—a fully realized
vision of what we hope to achieve. But biblical history reminds us that creation itself began with a
simple phrase: "Let there be light" (Genesis 1:3). Simplicity and grand vision are intertwined like
strands of a vine, each dependent on the other. From that utterance, the universe unfurled. Thus,
within every small beginning lies the potential to transform the ordinary into extraordinary, a truth
that beckons us to see every effort as a creative act of faith.

Beneath the ethereal skies of faith, we find a host of biblical figures who illustrate the might of
taking those initial, seemingly trivial actions. Take David, for instance, whose journey from
shepherd boy to king began with tending sheep—a small but steadfast preparation for the battles
of leadership to come. His beginnings were humble, yet armed with a sling and faith, he faced
Goliath. The Lord used David’s small step of faith—a stone in a shepherd’s sling—to slay a giant.
Similarly, when we embrace our modest starts, we allow God to amplify our impact in ways beyond
our imaginings.

Let's consider the New Testament as well. Jesus himself taught us the value of small beginnings
with the parable of the mustard seed. Found in Matthew 13:31-32, He described the kingdom of
heaven as a mustard seed, the smallest of all seeds when planted, yet when it grows, it is the
largest of garden plants and becomes a tree. Whether in faith or action, those tiny seeds of
intention—if nurtured—can grow into influences that shelter many, providing wisdom, hope, and
faith like branches providing refuge. In this way, our seemingly small acts echo through the lives of
those around us.

In real-life application, consider the daunting notion of a major life change or pursuit you feel God
is leading you towards. Perhaps it is returning to school, starting a business, or serving in ministry.
The challenge may loom large, causing hesitation or doubt. But remember, every marathon begins
with a single step. Setbacks and small victories alike contribute to your journey. The road may rise
and curve, but with each step, even the smallest, you move towards God's purpose for your life.
Start where you are, with what you have, trusting that God’s grace will supply the need as you
proceed.

God often calls us to begin with what may appear small to refine our character and deepen our
reliance on Him. Consider Moses, who was initially reluctant to answer God’s call due to his own
perceived inadequacies. Yet, God equipped him to lead the Israelites out of Egypt, starting with the
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power of a simple shepherd's staff. That staff performed wonders, a testament to what happens
when one takes the first step in faith. Our tools may be humble, our strengths limited, but by
trusting in God's strength and provision, we enable His power to manifest through our smallest
endeavors.

For a moment, think about the act of planting a seed. It’s an act laden with patience, grounded in
faith. When you plant a seed, it remains hidden in the soil for a time, transforming subtlety until one
day it pushes through the earth’s surface, a tender green shoot reaching towards the light. Your
quiet, persistent faithfulness mirrors this process. Trust that beneath the surface, God is working
silently but steadily. What's important is that you've made the decision to plant—that's your first
step.

Studies show that taking action, even a small one, creates momentum. It stirs up energy and
increases motivation. This principle aligns with biblical wisdom—the act of doing, no matter how
modest it feels, sets divine momentum in play. Acts of kindness, moments of devotion, decisions of
discipline—they might seem insignificant, but they weave together to strengthen and shape your
spiritual path.

Imagine a world where everyone embraces their small beginnings with enthusiasm. Collective
small steps could transform communities and nations. Nehemiah’s leadership in rallying people to
rebuild Jerusalem’s walls exemplifies such collective small efforts: individuals and families worked
on sections of the wall directly in front of their homes, culminating in the restoration of the city.
Their act of unity brought security and revitalization—a testament to what can result from starting
with what lies immediately before us.

As we conclude this exploration into the power of small beginnings, hold fast to the encouraging
promise found in Philippians 1:6, "Being confident of this, that He who began a good work in you
will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus." God is both the initiator and the
perfecter of your journey. As you take your first steps, however small, He is faithful to see you
through to completion, weaving together the seemingly insignificant acts into a masterpiece of His
design.

So, dear friends, do not despise the day of small beginnings. Instead, embrace it with the
knowledge that each step, grounded in faith and action, holds the promise of divine fruition. Start
today with what you have, trust God for what you lack, and be encouraged that the next grand
chapter in God's unfolding plan may very well rest on the simple, faithful step you take today.

Number 7: Partnering with God in Your Journey
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Dear friends, have you ever considered that God might be waiting for you to take the first step in
partnering with Him on this incredible journey of life?  The Bible tells us that God desires a
relationship with us that is active and participatory.  It is not merely about waiting passively for
divine intervention; rather, it's about moving forward in faith, trusting that God will meet us along
the way.  In James 2:26, we are reminded that "faith without works is dead."  This means that while
faith is fundamental, it needs to be intertwined with action.

Imagine a partnership where God invites you to serve alongside Him.  Consider Abram, later
known as Abraham, who responded to God's call to leave his country and journey to an unknown
land.  Genesis 12:1-4 recounts this pivotal moment where God said, "Leave your native country,
your relatives, and your father's family, and go to the land that I will show you."  Abram's choice to
trust and walk in accordance with God's voice signifies that first, courageous step toward a divine
partnership.  It was not merely the act of leaving but the faith and willingness to embark on a path
directed by God, a dynamic partnership unfolding with each step he took.

This journey of partnering with God often begins with listening.  Proverbs 3:5-6 instructs us to "trust
in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways submit to
him, and he will make your paths straight."  It's about surrendering our own plans to make room for
the plans God has in store, plans that will lead us to a future filled with hope and purpose as
declared in Jeremiah 29:11.  By inclining our ears to His guidance, we pave the way for the path
He has laid out for us.  The story of the prophet Samuel provides another beautiful depiction of
listening and then proceeding in partnership with God.  As a young boy, Samuel heard God calling
yet did not understand until Eli guided him.  Upon recognizing the call, Samuel responded, "Speak,
Lord, for your servant is listening," as stated in 1 Samuel 3:10.  He took that first step of
attentiveness, setting the foundation for a lifetime of prophetic partnership with the Lord.

In your own life, consider the steps God might be prompting you to take.  Perhaps it’s reaching out
to someone who needs encouragement, initiating a new project, or even stepping into a ministry
you've felt nudged towards for some time.  Moses’ journey offers an impactful lesson here.  In
Exodus 3, Moses is tending to sheep when he encounters the burning bush, a symbol of God's
calling amidst the ordinary.  Through dialogue with God, Moses initially hesitates, overwhelmed by
his perceived inadequacies.  Yet, when God assures him of His presence, offering signs and
support—Moses takes that first step in liberating Israel from Egypt's grasp, trusting in the
partnership ordained by God. .

Your personal partnership with God involves embracing His divine presence in your everyday
activities.  Colossians 3:23-24 states, "Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working
for the Lord, not for human masters."  By recognizing that our every action and decision can reflect
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our commitment to God's call, we transform mundane routines into moments of offering and
worship.  This transformation empowers us to see each aspect of life as a potential area to partner
with God, opening new avenues of growth and service.

Moreover, God provides us with strength and wisdom to act.  Consider the story of Nehemiah, who
felt called to rebuild Jerusalem's walls.  Initially, he was just a cupbearer to King Artaxerxes, but his
burden for his people led him to pray, plan, and petition for permission to help his community.
Nehemiah's story in the Book of Nehemiah underscores the principle of active engagement with
God's mission.  His efforts were more than personal ambition—they were a response to God's
prompting, an act of faith in motion.  Nehemiah exemplifies how our willingness to walk with God
can result in significant accomplishments that glorify His name.

In your own walk of faith, remember that God equips those He calls.  Philippians 4:13 reassures us
that "I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me."  Such strength is not limited to
specific tasks or challenges but extends to every facet of life when we open ourselves to God’s
empowerment.  This divine empowerment is what fuels our journey, enabling us to conquer fears,
overcome obstacles, and strive toward the purposes for which we are called.

The essence of partnering with God also lies in the understanding that while we take the first step,
God multiplies our efforts.  Consider the miracle of Jesus feeding the five thousand.  In John
6:9-11, a young boy’s offering of five loaves and two fish is used by Jesus to feed a multitude.  The
simplicity of giving what little we have—our time, talents, resources—and trusting God to expand
and utilize them for His glory is a profound act of faith and partnership.

To nurture this partnership, we must remain steadfast in prayer.  In Philippians 4:6-7, we are
encouraged to "not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with
thanksgiving, present your requests to God."  Through prayer, we maintain a continuous dialogue
with our Creator, laying the groundwork for a collaborative journey where our steps are guided and
our hearts aligned with His divine will.

As we conclude this reflection, may we be inspired by the faithful partnership between Ruth and
Naomi, a narrative of loyalty and divine providence.  Ruth's commitment to Naomi and her words in
Ruth 1:16-17, "Where you go I will go, and where you stay I will stay," resonate as a declaration of
trust in a shared journey under God's care.  This partnership illustrates how our relationships too
can reflect God's glory when grounded in love and faithfulness.

Dear friends, let us embrace the invitation to partner with God.  Take that courageous first step,
and watch as He walks beside you, directing your path, turning your willingness into an
extraordinary tapestry of purpose and blessing.  With every step you take, remember that you are
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not alone—God is with you, cheering you on, leading you into the abundant life He has promised.

Conclusion

As we've journeyed through the idea of God waiting for us to take the first step, we've uncovered a
profound truth that invites us into a dynamic relationship with Him. Throughout Scripture, we see
the divine dance between God's sovereignty and human responsibility—a partnership that calls us
to step out in faith even when uncertainty looms. Consider the story of Peter stepping out of the
boat; it illustrates the power of taking the first step towards Jesus. It's in these moments of trust
where we meet the miraculous. Remember, every step you take in faith is a step closer to the
extraordinary.

Throughout this discussion, we've emphasized that God is ever-present and eager to work in our
lives, yet He often waits for our initiative. James 4:8 says, "Draw near to God, and He will draw
near to you." There's an abiding promise here: as we take steps towards God, He will meet us with
His presence. This divine reciprocation isn't born out of a need for us to earn God’s love but out of
His desire for a genuine relationship. Whatever the step might be—serving, forgiving, or even
praying with more intention—know that God is delighted in your willingness to draw nearer.

We've also touched on the barriers that hold us back from taking the first step—fear, doubt, or the
longing for a sign. Yet, God's perfect love casts out fear, and His faithfulness is our assurance.
Hebrews 11:6 reminds us that it is impossible to please God without faith, but what a beautiful truth
it is that our small steps of faith are already pleasing to Him. So, do not let fear hold you captive.
Take the step, however small, and He will be right there, steadying you with His hand.

Remember, action rooted in faith activates God’s promises. Just as the Israelites had to step into
the Jordan River before the waters parted, sometimes our obedience precedes the breakthrough.
It's a call to active faith—a participation in God’s unfolding plan. Trust that in your obedience, God
is faithful to lead you through, providing all the grace and strength you need along the way.

As we conclude, let this be an inspiring call to action. Whatever God has placed on your heart,
take that bold step. He is faithful, and He loves you beyond measure. His plans for you are good,
meant to prosper you and give you hope. As you embark on this journey of faith, remember you
are not alone. God, who began a good work in you, is faithful to complete it. Rest in His
unwavering love, knowing that every step forward is a part of His perfect plan for your life.

Before you go, make sure to FOLLOW and subscribe, like this video, and share it with someone
who needs encouragement today. And join us next time as we uncover another powerful truth from
God's Word.
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